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Sambasivan & Parikh is a women-led publishing 
company on a mission to champion stories that center 
the voices of underrepresented communities. Our 
books and learning tools create spaces for education 
by offering culturally rooted perspectives, placing tools 
for social change in the hands of educators, families, 
and community advocates.

Our Imprints:
 
Yali Books is opening windows to South Asia through 
high-quality fiction titles for young readers ages 4-16. 
Recognized by the American Library Association, 
National Council for the Social Studies, and South 
Asia National Outreach Consortium, our books make 
impactful additions to home, classroom, and library 
collections.

Modern Marigold Books amplifies the experiences 
of early-generation families to promote social and 
emotional growth rooted in identity. Modern Marigold 
Books have received multiple honors from IBPA and 
NYC Big Book Award, and are used widely by K-3 
educators to foster empathy and inclusion.

NOTABLE SOCIAL STUDIES TRADE BOOKS

ISBN: 978-1-949528-71-8 (Hardcover),  
978-1-949528-69-5 (eBook)

A 2021 Notable Social 
Studies Trade Book  |  A 2021 
ALA Rise: A Feminist Book 
Project’s Top Ten Book  |  A 
2021 South Asia Book Award 
Honor Book  |  A 2020 Kirkus 
Reviews’ Best Picture Book

ISBN: 978-1-949528-94-7 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-93-0 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-92-3 (eBook)
Lexile: AD720L

A 2023 Notable Social Studies 
Trade Book

Yali Books

Yali Books

“. . . Bhag Bhari’s strong Sikh faith 
and courage shine throughout . . . An 
illuminating look at Sikh history.” 
– Kirkus Reviews

“Simultaneously confronts 
homophobia and celebrates 
child-powered change in Hindu 
communities: a delight.” 
– Kirkus Reviews (Starred)

Yali Books

“A pleasant, romanticized introduction to an 
impressive person, places, and time for young 
readers beginning to like stories about real 
people.” – School Library Journal

ISBN: 978-1-949528-97-8 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-96-1 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-95-4 (eBook)
Lexile: 810L

A 2020 Notable Social 
Studies Trade Book



Picture     books

“. . . a lyrical message in support of 
family relationships, resisting peer 
pressure, and following one’s inner call 
to art.”—School Library Journal

ISBN: 978-1-949528-90-9 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-89-3 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-88-6 (eBook)
Lexile: AD670L

2022 South Asia Book Award 
Winner for Younger Readers

Yali Books

 CULTURE    PEOPLE, PLACES ,& ENVIRONMENTS 

ISBN: 978-1-949528-86-2 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-85-5 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-84-8 (eBook)

“. . . the bright colors, intricate patterns, 
and delicate details of Indian attire and 
architecture are standout features.”
– Foreword Reviews (Starred)

Yali Books

“. . . demystifies the ancient Indian 
dance form of bharatanatyam for 
cultural outsiders and provides a 
delightful reflection for those in the 
know . . . ” – Booklist

ISBN: 978-1-735031-93-4 (Hardcover), 
978-1-735031-99-6 (eBook)

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS

“Nainy deftly weaves in all the emotions 
associated with making this art, and 
shows how it still holds its own against 
modern, factory-produced toys.”
– Shruthi Rao, Author of Manya 
Learns to Roar

ISBN: 978-1-949528-74-9 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-73-2 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-72-5 (eBook)

2023 Skipping Stones Honor Award 
Winner: Multicultural Books

“. . . we can only truly find our place 
at the table if we keep our hearts and 
minds open to new things and tastes.”
– Josephine Caminos Oría, Author of  
Sobremesa and Dulce de Leche 

2023 IBPA Benjamin Franklin Silver 
Winner: Best New Voice

2021 NYC Big Book Award Winner

ISBN: 978-1-735031-92-7 (Hardcover), 
978-1-735031-98-9 (eBook)

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS

“Charming, stylized illustrations bring 
saturated color to a story of the waxing 
and waning moon, set in a northern 
region of India bordering Tibet.” –  
School Library Journal

ISBN: 978-0-9890615-6-8 (Hardcover), 
978-0-9890615-8-2 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-83-1 (eBook)
Lexile: AD690L

Yali Books

Yali Books



Picture     books
INDIVIDUAL Development     AND IDENTITY     

“A delightful picture book about a girl 
child discovering a wondrous secret 
about her mother.” 
– Kirkus Reviews (Starred)

A 2018 Kirkus Reviews’ Best Picture 
Book

ISBN: 978-1-949528-98-5 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-99-2 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-91-6 (eBook)
Lexile: AD600L

Yali Books

“Every comforting poem prompts a new 
conversation for both young and old . . . 
This is a book you’ll read over and over.”
– Susan Dobrodt, Red Canoe Reader

ISBN: 978-1-735031-94-1 (Hardcover), 
979-8-9867558-1-6 (eBook)

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS

“. . . appreciate this owning and 
pushing back on a ridiculous 
colorist mindset . . . this book is 
internal cultural acknowledgement 
of a pointless beauty notion.”
– Kirin Nabi, Founder, Islamic 
School Librarian

ISBN: 978-1-735031-95-8 (Hardcover), 
979-8-986755-80-9 (eBook)

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS

“. . . a wonderful children’s book that 
not only talks about Alopecia but also 
will introduce ethnic diversity to the 
narrative.” 
– Jeff Woytovich, Founder, 
Children’s Alopecia Project

2021 IBPA Benjamin Franklin 
Silver Winner: Bill Fisher Award for 
Best First Book

ISBN: 978-1-735031-90-3 (Hardcover), 
978-1-735031-96-5 (eBook)

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS

“. . . such a fun story . . . great to use 
when introducing reading centers in 
the classroom.”
– Melissa Larkin, 2nd Grade 
Teacher & Founder, Mrs. Larkin’s 
Bookshelf

ISBN: 978-1-735031-91-0 (Hardcover), 
978-1735031-97-2 (eBook)

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS



Middle Grade & Young Adult

“Mystery fans will find lots to enjoy in 
this fresh title set in India.”—School 
Library Journal

“A genre-bending debut that highlights 
the intergenerational echoes of pivotal 
historical events.” – Kirkus Reviews

A 2018 VLA Graphic Novel 
Diversity Award Honor Book

“Amla Mater is a meditation on memory 
. . . Menon’s art is simple but graceful 
and carries an air of intimacy. . .”           
– Foreword Reviews

ISBN: 978-1-949528-78-7 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-77-0 (Paperback), 
978-1-949528-76-3 (eBook)

ISBN: 978-0-9890615-9-9 (Paperback), 
978-0-9890615-7-5 (eBook)

Coming in 2024-’25 

ISBN: 978-1-949528-82-4 (Hardcover), 
978-1-949528-81-7 (Paperback)

Yali Books

Yali Books

Yali Books

TIME, CONTINUITY, AND CHANGE

In a multilayered and heartening story 
featuring a confident Sikh boy, this 
picture book debut celebrates the power 
of self-esteem in the face of pressure to 
conform. (Picture Book, Fall  2024)

In a gorgeous showcase of a traditional 
dance and storytelling art form popular 
in South India, this picture book is a 
tribute to the pioneering women who 
have carved out a space for themselves 
on the stage and beyond. (Picture Book, 
Spring  2025)

The vivid local setting provides a glimpse 
into the otherworldly temple festivals in 
Tamil communities in Sri Lanka while 
offering a universal testament to the 
power of faith and love. (Picture Book, 
Spring  2025)

A heartwarming picture book featuring 
a Deaf child that centers empathy, 
inclusivity, and the surprising 
superpowers of friendship. (Picture 
Book, Fall  2024)

Yali Books

 MODERN MARIGOLD BOOKS



CLASSROOM  
RESOURCES

Printable Activity Sheets

Educator Guides

Flipbook Videos & 
Educational Slideshows

Pronunciation Guides, 
Author Notes, & More

To purchase our books, visit 

 yalibooks.com/shop
modernmarigoldbooks.com/shop

Also available at

Bookshop.org | BAM | Barnes & 
Noble | Amazon and beyond

For institutional buyers and 
retailers

Ingram | Follett School Solutions | 
EBSCO | OverDrive

Write to us at

sales@yalibooks.com 
info@modernmarigoldbooks.com

yalibooks.com/resources
modernmarigoldbooks.com/guidesandresources

http://yalibooks.com/store


SambasivanAndParikh.com

This catalog printing has been made possible 
with generous funding from our sponsors 

and supporters: 

BASNAF, LLC

Eternal Tree Books

Little Patakha

Our Authors & Illustrators

Friends, Family, and Patrons

THANK YOU!

@sambasivanandparikh
@modernmarigoldbooks
@yalibooks

Book by Book


